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What is Traipse? 
Traipse is an application program for smartphones and tablets that leads users on a city 
walking tour that includes both historic landmarks and local businesses. Users choose 
when to do a Traipse and complete it at their own pace. Traipse is a free download for 
both iOS (Apple) and Android devices. 

 

How does Traipse work?  
At each stop on a Traipse, users get some information about that location, and are 
challenged with a riddle or puzzle to solve. They enter the solution into their phone, and 
the program tells them if they are correct or offers them a hint to help them solve the 
puzzle. Upon completing the challenge, the user sees additional facts about the location, 
and a promotional offer from the business when applicable. 
 
What is required of participating business owners?  
Participation in Traipse as an “indoor” Traipse stop is voluntary and free for locally owned 
businesses. Participating stores may choose (but are in no way obligated) to offer a 
discount, free sample, or other promotional incentive to Traipse users. This 
makes Traipsing a fun, educational, and rewarding activity for users, and increases the 
likelihood that they will stay at or return to your business to make a purchase. To be a 
Traipse Stop, all a business needs to do is provide the following: 

• The best point of contact for the business and hours of operation 
• One or more photos of the business (or directions to photos on the web if they can 

be freely used) 
• The business’s Twitter handle, if applicable 
• Any promotion or discount being provided to users 

 
Beyond that, the obligation consists of making sure staff are aware of Traipse, particularly 
if the business is offering a sample or discount, and informing Traipse if there are any 
changes to the information above. There will be additional opportunities for individual 
businesses to advertise in the Traipse app or on the Traipse website, available for an 
additional fee. Non-participating businesses may still be included in Traipse tours as
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“outdoor stops”, which do not require app users to enter the business to solve the puzzle, 
at the discretion of Traipse. 
 

How do people find out about Traipse?  
Participating businesses are asked to place a removable Traipse decal in their shop 
window, and may also choose to put out small cards and/or posters that have a QR code 
directing people to the online app stores where Traipse can be downloaded at no cost. 
These cards are also placed at hotels and B&B’s in the area, and further promotion is done 
via social media such as Facebook and Twitter.  

 

What does a typical Traipse puzzle look like? 
Traipse puzzles are location-dependent - you can’t solve them unless you are at the 
location of the puzzle, and they don’t require knowledge of trivia, historic or otherwise. 
They are designed to reveal the things “hidden in plain sight” and causer an “A-ha!” 
moment that makes the user feel smart, regardless of the user’s age or knowledge base. 
For example, a certain store in a Traipse city has a section of used books, which are priced 
using a color-coded system of dots. Books with red dots are $3, books with green dots are 
$5, blue dot books are $8, and those with yellow dots are variably priced.  
 

The Traipse puzzle for this store is the following: 
“Red and blue usually make purple, but here, red plus blue equals 
11. If that’s the case, what does red plus green plus blue equal?” The 
user can then take one or both hints that help direct them to the 
right place. As you can determine from the photo, the answer to 
this puzzle is 16, and the app would accept several variations of 
that answer. After submitting a correct answer, the user gets a 
congratulatory message and a discount offer at the store. 
 
Is it a competition? 
For competitive users, there is a scoring system that calculates their proficiency at solving 
the puzzles, with points subtracted for any hints taken or stops that are not completed. A 
leaderboard for each Traipse area is posted on the Traipse website at www.gotraipse.com. 
There is no incentive for speed, and users who are not interested in the competitive aspect 
can just ignore the scoring system, or ignore the puzzles altogether. 
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What will the different Traipse tour themes be? 
We build Traipse tours for many audiences and occasions, including a date night, pub 
crawl, shopping day, foodie adventure, kid-friendly activity, and antiquing – but those are 
just a few of the many possibilities. Some Traipse tours will be for the daytime and others 
will be for the evening, depending on the locations and the types of businesses included. 
Some Traipse tours will be specific to a particular destination or neighborhood. Let us 
know if you have an idea for a good tour theme! 
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Traipse App Screenshots* 
   

         
 

             
 
* Note that these are screenshots for a representative Android device; Traipse may appear 
slightly different on iOS (Apple) and other Android devices.  


